THE FRIENDS OF LIBERTY STATE PARK

PO. Box 3407, Jersey City, New Jersey 07303-3407

March 16, 1990

Dear Governor Florio:

As a word of introduction I am President of a Friends of
the Park group. We are the FRIENDS OF LIBERTY STATE PARK. We
are pledged to preserve, protect, conserve and promote Liberty
State Park in Jersey City, New Jersey. It is a beautiful
place, with world class views, 300 species of plants, a soon to
be Science Center and as much history as you could ask for. It
is a place to fly kites, launch your boat, do world class bird
watching, take a ferry to the Statue of Liberty and soon to the
docks at Ellis Island (the Island is so close you can swim
across to LIBERTY STATE PARK, one of our mayor's did!

We'll soon have one of the grandest promenades in the
world, our new walkway, thanks to the State and Federal
Government, not the Development Corporation! We also have our
problems. We have a large portion of our Park closed to people
because of toxic waste. We have a pool that was closed several
days a week last summer because of a "cut in funds" - try
explaining that to a group of youngsters who walked to the Park
from hot city streets!

We need an insurance system that does not hinder
VOLUNTEERS at our parks. We applaud your courage in tackling
the JUA insurance mess and we trust your DEP will help us be
able to volunteer more easily in our PARK. We have over 500
members now in only our second year and WE can make a
difference!

In a recent newspaper article, a banker professing to be a
member of Liberty State Park Development Commission, referred
to the o0il spill at Exxon by stating that the environmentalists
wanted to sue at the drop of a hat. He then went on to say the
Development Corporation has spent half of its funds fighting
lawsuits, we estimate they have received 750,000 in revenues
from the government. We know they have not spent 1/10th of
that amount for lawyers. But where did they spend the money?
There is something wrong with the financial accountability at
the park. We question the "Action Plan", a Kean-Reagan idea




about privatizing the Park. It hasn't worked! We have seen
thousands of dollars spent with no results.

School children have planted pine trees, the FRIENDS have
also done some plantings, you are welcome to stop by for our
Arbor Day planting! Yes, the Science Center is an idea that
preceded the Development Corporation and the Action Plan and it
is a project that everyone is very anxious to see in the Park
(on safe ground, thank you!). Yes we did get some repairs to
the Terminal Building and we understand "Executive offices".
The walkway will open soon, again prior to the Action Plan, a
part of the Hudson River walkway plan.

No, we really have not seen Action under the Kean Action
Plan! We need the Florio Administration to take the lead as
our chief environmental proponent. Let's bring all the
interested people of New Jersey together to create a "Realistic
Plan" for the Park, taking into consideration all the people of
New Jersey. Let's bring together people who like the Friends
want it free, open and green, the crown jewel on the Hudson! A
place to play and visit, a back drop to the great Statue in the
Harbor. We don't need more studies, we need to reassess all of
the studies and come forward with a "Realistic Plan" to put
control of this great urban park back into the State Park
system to be managed by professionals. We don't need managers
overseen by State appointed stewards of our Parks who don't
know the difference between the drop of a hat and the disaster
that happened just down the coast from our park in the Kill Van

Kull.

Thanks for listening.

Sincerely yours,
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John Tichenor
President




